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With these lectures we aim to celebrate a lifelong love of learning and to offer the breadth 
and engagement of a truly holistic education. Focusing on the curriculum and beyond, the 
topics focus on a particular period in history, author or person who has transformed our 
world and influenced others through their work. This live programme complements the 
existing programme available online but aims to provide variety to our existing programme 
of learning and activities, so children and parents can come together to share and enjoy 
learning at key times within the week.  
 
We are very aware that given the current restrictions, the field trips and even family visits 
that we would undertake in normal times are not possible and so a range of guest speakers 
live from various locations such as The Deep also aim to provide a virtual visit or children in 
lockdown. 
 
Forthcoming lectures, among many others include: 
 

• York Archaeological Trust – Warriors and Raiding – Wednesday 27th January 
• A Live Stream of Michael Morpurgo's Shakespeare Retold: Macbeth from the RSC – 

Friday 29th January 
• The Deep - Jellyfish: marvellous medusozoan – Wednesday 3rd January 

 
 
Links to each event will be shared with pupils and parents via ClassCharts; each event has a different 
link. 
 
If you have missed a lecture you can still enjoy them on the My Learning  home page. 

The Wonder Lectures
Week beginning the 1st February 

As always, the Wonder Lectures will be hosted on My Learning following the broadcast.

Monday, 1st of February, 2:00pm

How did we end up doing this? A quick history of computer communications: Mr Clark, 
Computer Science teacher at Woldgate School tracks the evolution of digital communication. 

Tuesday, 2nd February, 2:30pm

Viking Skalds and Storytelling by the York Archaeological Trust with the Jorvik Viking 
Museum.

Wednesday, 3rd February, 1:00 - 1:30pm

Jellyfish - marvellous Medusozoa: at The Deep with Tom Rowe, Husbandry Supervisor.

Thursday, 4th February, 2:00pm 

A Winter’s Tale… and other Lesser-Known Plays: a walk through Shakespeare’s hidden 
gems with Mr Davies.

Friday 5th February - 10:00am: 

The live stream of The Winter’s Tale from Michael Morpurgo’s Shakespeare Retold series 
presented by the Royal Shakespeare Company.
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A selection of the excellent work being 

completed at home by our pupils and students

Ryan Hoy in Year 11 
impressed his English 
teacher with some 
highly effective 
creative writing. 
Ryan used the work 
of Charles Dickens 
then analysed the 
techniques he had 
used to set the 
scene and finally, 
assimilated the 
techniques into his 
own piece of work.

Fog everywhere. Fog up the river, where it flows among green aits and meadows; 
Fog down the river, where it rolls.  

Deified among the tiers of shipping and the waterside pollutions of a great (and 
dirty) city. Fog on the Essex marshes, Fog on the Kentish heights. Fog creeping 
into the cabooses of collier-brigs; Fog lying out on the yards and hovering in the 
rigging of great ships; Fog drooping on the gunwales of barges and small boats. 
Fog in the eyes and throats of ancient Greenwich pensioners, wheezing by the 
firesides of their wards; Fog in the stem and bowl of the afternoon pipe of the 
wrathful skipper, down in his close cabin; Fog cruelly pinching the toes and fingers 
of his shivering little ‘prentice boy on deck. 

 

Repetition and pathetic fallacy 

Personification 

Interesting language 

Zoom in 

Simile 

 

 

Snow 

Snow everywhere. Snow coating the houses around me, leaving only their dim 
lighting shining from out of holes in their snow cocoon, it dances through the air 
as flakes its minuscule fractal branches shining whilst plummeting towards the 
once orange leaf covered winter ground, Snow on the houses and far away. It 
smothers all colour replacing it with glistening white, the cold effects the 
waterside too. It freezes the calm waters of the river enveloping it in a clear, 
faultless sheen of ice.  

Snow from the city to the country, skyscrapers to small villages, its envelopes all. 
Snow and ice creep into every nook and cranny; Snow sleeping on the roads, cars, 
houses, everything. Snow arrives in volleys, in blizzards, it obscures vision, it halts 
the whole world. The snow effects the citizens too, it turns skin pale, it layers their 
coats, it turns warm breath into clouds.  

Snow covering the coats of the dogs as they struggle on their walks, paws 
freezing, collecting frozen snowballs as they go.  Breath from their mouths like 
smoke from a dragon, woken from its slumber. Wishing they were inside in their 
warm, cosy beds.  

Coldness, the snow’s accomplice, mercilessly bites on the limbs of everything it 
touches, the only respite being a warm fire at home or the coming of spring. 
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Jade Hoop in 
Year 10 has 
produced 
some stunning 
analysis of 
two actors’ 
performance 
skills from the 
play ‘One Man 
Two Guvnors’ 
for GCSE Drama 
home learning.

 

Moment 
Use a quote and explain what is going on when they say this. 

During this section, Henshall is serving his two bosses’ 
dinner and has hired two waiters to help. When the waiters 

arrive, they are shocked to hear that Henshall has two 
bosses and ask why. Henshall replies by saying he is just 
“that good” and was trained by “the legendary French 

waiter Jean Jacques Jim.”  

Physicality 
Describe how the actor used their body. Their gestures & posture, 

how they walked and stood or sat. Their pace and tension.  
At the beginning of the scene, Corden hastily moves 

his hands in and out of his pockets to show that 
Henshall is nervous about serving two guvnors. 

However, when he tells the waiters why he has two 
bosses he walks confidently with open body language 

towards Gareth. This shows he is boasting.  
As Gareth questions him Corden looks and turns away 
from him. He also holds his hand up and plays with his 

nails. These skills clearly show that Henshall is lying. 

Voice 
Describe how the actor used their voice. Their tone, pitch, pace, 

emphasis, volume, accent. 
Throughout the scene, Corden uses a southern 

accent to show that Henshall is from Brighton. He 
uses loud dynamics mostly, but when he says “Ashby 

de la Zeush” in reply to where he was trained, his 
voice turns quieter to show that he doesn’t know 

what he is talking about. When Henshall says “Well it 
is now” he puts emphasis on “now” which shows 

how determined he is to lie.  

Space and Staging 
Describe how they used the performance space. Did they move in the space?  
Describe the proxemics used. Did they change their position in relation to the 
audience / other characters or scenery? Did they alter the levels or groupings 

of characters on the stage? 
When the waiters first come in, Corden is upstage left, but as 
the scene progresses, he moves more centre stage. All three 
characters remained stood during the scene. As Henshall is 

being questioned by Gareth about where he trained as a 
waiter, he turns away from Gareth and does not use close 

proxemics anymore.  
 

What did this show? 
Did these things communicate something about the character or their 

personality? An emotion? Did it make us like or dislike them more? Create 
sympathy or display a certain character trait? 

These vocal and physical acting skills all showed that Francis 
Henshall was lying about where he trained and who he was 
trained by. His refusal to admit that he was lying shows that 
he is quite determined as a character. This could have made 
us dislike Henshall more, but on the contrary, it made us like 

him even more as Corden played it in a very amusing way.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why was this important? 
How did this create comedy? How does it help achieve the aims of the 

play? 
This created comedy and entertained the audience because 
Corden kept throwing looks at the audience, giving time for 
them to react. There was also a pause after every comical 

line or gesture which meant the audience could take in the 
humour. 

Name of play: One Man Two Guvnors  

 

Name of actor: James Corden 

 

Name of character they’re playing in this scene: 

Francis Henshall 

Facial expression 

Corden raises his head, 
raises his eyebrows and 

smiles to show he is 
boasting. However, he 

also licks his lips to show 
he is slightly nervous. 

 

Moment 
Use a quote and explain what is going on when they say this. 

During this section, Stanley is trying to find Henshall’s 
“friend” Paddie (who doesn’t really exist). As Stanley is 
asking Henshall he says “now, did you find your friend 

Paddie”.  

Physicality 
Describe how the actor used their body. Their gestures & posture, 

how they walked and stood or sat. Their pace and tension.  
Chris walks onstage quickly and purposefully which 

gives a sense of authority over Henshall. He also 
places his hands in in his blazer pockets which shows 
he is important. Chris uses good posture and status, 

lifting his head high, to show his wealth and 
importance. When he takes a big envelope of money 
out of his pocket, he takes it out carelessly and waves 
it about to show he is extremely wealthy and doesn’t 

really value money. 

Voice 
Describe how the actor used their voice. Their tone, pitch, pace, 

emphasis, volume, accent. 
Stanley has a well-spoken, “posh” accent to show his 
class in contrast to other characters such as Henshall. 

When he says, “I’m going down to the pier to look 
for him myself.” He puts emphasis on “myself” to 

show that he doesn’t think he needs anybody else. 
He uses loud dynamics and speaks at a fairly slow 

pace. He also makes lots of other noises such as “ya, 
ya, ya” when he decides to eat in the Bradman 

Room. 

Space and Staging 
Describe how they used the performance space. Did they move in the space?  
Describe the proxemics used. Did they change their position in relation to the 
audience / other characters or scenery? Did they alter the levels or groupings 

of characters on the stage? 
At the start of this section, Stanley is centre stage right. But as 

he asks Henshall about Paddie, he moves more towards 
Henshall and uses very close proxemics to show that they are 

being secretive. He then walks briskly over to the Bradman 
Room and then down the stairs at the back.  

What did this show? 
Did these things communicate something about the character or their 

personality? An emotion? Did it make us like or dislike them more? Create 
sympathy or display a certain character trait? 

These vocal and physical acting skills showed that Stanley 
Stubbers is cocky and from a high social class. Despite 

making us dislike him more, we also found him extremely 
funny, especially when he says, “ I too enjoy pain” and raises 

his eyebrows. 
 
 
 
 
 

Why was this important? 
How did this create comedy? How does it help achieve the aims of the 

play? 
His facial expressions were important because it took some 

seriousness from his lines and instead added comedy 
because his facial expressions contrasted with what he was 
saying. This completely changed the meaning of some of his 

lines and made the audience laugh.   

Name of play: One Man Two Guvnors 

 

Name of actor: Oliver Chris 

 

Name of character they’re playing in this scene: 

Stanley Stubbers 

Facial expression 

Chris raises his eyebrows 
more than is necessary 

when he talks which 
makes it very comical for 

the audience. 
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Lucy Johnson in Year 
9 has accumulated 
260 merits since 
September and it’s 
no surprise when you 
consider the quality of 
work she is producing 
in subjects such as 
Geography.
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Creative Writing 
Competition 

Mr Crisp writes: We had a range of superb entries for the creative writing competition 

where budding authors were asked to capture a perfect day in summer. All the 

entrants have received merits to thank them for taking part and the two winners are 

printed below; hopefully they will transport you away from a cold January day.

Year 8 Winner Martha Moore

As I close the moss-covered gate, I feel transported into a new world. A new natural world, with birds singing their song 
as amazing as one from the finest choir. A new natural world, with wind whistling by my ear. A new natural world, with 
rabbits and deer scampering across the fields into the safety of the vibrant green bushes. The generous, beautiful sunrays 
cast down on my face.

I start to walk across the rolling hills, as beautiful as a painting. My feet delicately padding on the grass as it glistens in 
the morning sun. Sheep all around me grazing in the bright beams of the sun. Cows loudly chomping grass and mooing 
delightfully. The hills in the field are a roller-coaster going up and down and around and around.

I reach the end of the field and see the forest in front of me, majestic and imposing trees stand high above. I enter the 
dark wood, the trees filtering out the light. Shafts of light shoot down and light up my path. I can smell the sweet scent of 
berries deeper in the wood, I scramble off the track to reach the bush. The berries smell ripe and look ready for picking. I 
take one off the bush and pop it into my mouth, in my mouth the aromatic berry oozes into a juicy syrup and trickles down 
my throat. I carry on along the woodland path hearing pheasants clucking in the distance.

As I near the end of the woodland, I can hear the close ‘pitter patter’ of a waterfall. I hurry to the end of the wood to 
see the water cascading down the rocks and gathering in a pool of crystal-clear water at the bottom. It’s a feast for the eyes! 
I run over to the pool of water and dip my hand in, it is refreshing on the hot summer’s day. I stand up and start to walk 
down the path and along the dancing stream. The clear blue water shines with the sun’s reflection bouncing off it. The water 
glides, twisting and turning at every obstacle in its path and I carry on until I come out at a meadow. The stream ambles on 
but the path curves around and opens to a beautiful meadow of poppies and daisies.

The long meadow grasses tickle at my ankles and the sweet scent of flowers delights my nose. I can see white fluffy 
rabbits bounding across the field and a rolling view that stretches out for miles. From where I’m standing the small square 
patches of fields contribute to the humongous collage right before my eyes. Unable to take my eyes off the spectacular view 
I lay down my red and white tartan picnic blanket. As I place down the basket and open it up an abundance of sweet smells 
escape into the air. I peer inside and see a beautiful array of scones and tarts; my tummy grumbles and I took in!
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Year 9 Winner Eleanor Taylor

 I sighed, in content as I laid back in my hammock letting my book rest on my chest as I closed my eyes to savour the 
rays of sun warming my skin gently and relishing the soft breeze, shielding me from overheating. 

 The smell of honeysuckle and the sound of the bees busying themselves amongst the lavender filled my senses and 
assisted my unwinding after a long day at the office. I cracked open my eyes slightly, bringing my hand to my brow, watched 
a swallow soar and swoop gracefully before settling on the green-painted fence next to me to preen its glossy plumage. 
Once it had finished its grooming, it tipped back its head with pride and the bright light of the summer sun created a 
silhouette as it took off to re-join its flight of companions.

 A tractor broke the summer silence as its engine struck up and then thundered down the road outside the house, 
startling me out of my relaxed stupor. As the noise subsided and drifted with the tractor into the distance, it was replaced 
by the sound of a blackbird singing a magnificent melody to mark the closing of the day.

 The melody continued as I sank back into my hammock humming quietly in satisfaction. The sky was darkening slowly 
and shifting from its clear, perfect blue to a lighter lilac with flaming clouds of vermillion. I could still smell the sweetness 
of the honeysuckle and was still warmed by the residual heat of the day.

 Smiling softly to myself, I rolled onto my side and directed my gaze to the flower garden. The pains of sowing seeds, 
potting on and planting out were paid off as beautiful blooms, of all colours, shapes and sizes, competed for space, stretching 
out of their assigned areas and onto the short-cropped grass. Yellow roses wound up a green-painted criss-cross frame on 
the boundary wall at the far side of the garden, their heads tilting out, trying to retrieve every last drop of light from the 
sun’s golden rays before the moon made an entrance into the sky. I too stretched out towards the remaining light to absorb 
the last warm rays of the perfect summer evening before I would feel the departure of the sun. 

 As the glowing sun set in the west of the sky, I realised that I had yet to find a more perfect scene than a warm sunny, 
summer evening in my little cottage garden.
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JOIN US
Choosing A level and BTEC qualifications is a big decision for students and one we 

know they are keen to get right. We are here to offer guidance and support throughout 

this process. Here are our top tips for choosing your options at Sixth Form:

Make the decision for the right reasons

As you start to consider your future options you will be offered a wealth of advice and guidance from 

family and friends and at times it can easily become confusing. It is therefore important to remember 

your parents/guardians will know you well and be acutely aware of your strengths. Your friends will also 

be offering advice and of course sharing their preferred options and may even try to persuade you to 

study subjects alongside them. This is, from my experience, not the right reason for selecting a subject 

as you are committing to a further two years of intense study to develop your knowledge and skills, and 

it needs to be right for you as an individual.

Planning for the future

You are about to start the last and arguably most important part of your educational journey through 

to employment or university and ultimately onto a career. It is my experience that students at this point 

can either have a number of future plans, with some able to name a particular career, and others still 

very uncertain. At this moment in your education either of these two scenarios are completely normal. 

You should not worry. If you have a clear end point, then do research employers and university websites 

for potential opportunities and entry requirements. If you are uncertain then you need to keep your 

options broad and balanced, to keep as many routes open as possible for your study at Sixth Form.
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Success builds on success

As you start to narrow down your options you will of course consider particular subjects. Do review the 

areas of study within subjects where you have achieved strong outcomes and those you have found 

more difficult. You can find lots of information about the subjects on our SharePoint, in our Prospectus 

and by watching the subject videos. Understanding the course content for each subject and will help 

you to make a more informed decision.

Enjoy what you are learning

To be a successful Sixth Form student you will need to be motivated, hard-working, diligent and 

dedicated to your studies. It is important that you enjoy the subjects that you choose and you are 

interested in studying them in greater depth. This also needs to be weighed up against any future career 

aspirations and long-term goals, as well as considering how to achieve a balanced curriculum

Build a strong foundation

Sixth Form studies are important. Your outcomes will ultimately provide a foundation upon which to 

continue study. Universities and employers will look at your GCSE grades, A Levels, BTECs, enrichment 

studies and may use them as part of the entry criteria. It is therefore important you are in the driving 

seat when making these decisions. You will be committing to these studies for two years and potentially 

even longer so, as I know you will, take your time and make an informed decision. When September 

does arrive your determination, dedication, hard work, and enthusiasm will be critical to your success.

I do wish you the very best in making these decisions. It is an exciting opportunity to start thinking about 

the future and to start planning your route through education.

APPLY HERE

Sixth Form Prospectus - Click Here

To apply for a place, complete our initial 
application form which can be found here:
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Health and Social Care provides students 
with the opportunity to learn about 
themselves and others, to understand 
needs and behaviours and to develop 
highly desirable skills and qualities. 

As well as the specific subject knowledge gained from 

studying this course, you’ll develop many transferable 

and work-related skills that are highly valued by 

employers and which will increase your employability. 

For Health and Social Care students the employability 

skills you will develop include the ability to: draw 

together, analyse and critically evaluate information; 

communicate effectively with individuals, groups and 

organisations; think logically and propose reasoned 

solutions; manage time, learn independently and use 

ICT effectively; write concisely, clearly and accurately; 

interpret, use and evaluate various types of data and 

relate knowledge gained to situations in health and 

social care. These transferable skills are applicable 

to a wide range of careers and courses in Higher 

Education both within and outside the Health and 

Social Care sector.  Assessment is in the form of two 

90-minute examinations taken at the end of Year 12 

and two pieces of coursework which are completed 

during Year 13.

Health and
Social Care
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Politics is argument. Politics is debate. 
Politics is the substance of society. Politics 
is the force that shapes our lives more than 
any other. Get a grip on this vital aspect of 
life.

WHAT WILL I STUDY & LEARN? 

Component 1 – UK Politics 

This is a study of politics in the UK, including issues 

around democracy and participation, political parties, 

electoral systems, voting behaviour and the media. In 

addition, students will study the three main ideologies 

of conservatism, liberalism, socialism. 

Component 2 – UK Government 

This is a study of the way in which government 

functions in the UK, including the constitution, 

parliament, the Prime Minister and the executive, and 

the relationships between the different branches of 

government. The additional ideology of nationalism 

is also studied for section 2 of the exam. 

Politics

Component 3 – Comparative Politics 

Here, students will study US politics, in order to 

compare politics in the US with politics in the UK. 

In particular, we will consider the US Constitution 

and federalism, Congress, the president, the 

Supreme Court and civil rights, and democracy and 

participation in the US.

Politics provides an excellent basis for many areas of 

Higher Education study and related careers including 

Journalism, Business, Law, Administration and a wide 

range of other professions. Your experience gained 

in research, debating and public speaking will prove 

invaluable in many future careers. You may even 

make it in the political world itself!
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Achieve your 
FULL 
POTENTIAL

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Contact info

To visit our new Sixth Form site, read the 

prospectus, and watch our Sixth Form and 

subject videos:

Enter the Sixth Portal via the school website 

www.woldgate.net

Or phone to speak to the Sixth Form Team 

07790 987009
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Holocaust 
Memorial 
Day

Holocaust Memorial Day encourages us to remember the millions of people murdered in the 
Holocaust, under Nazi persecution, and in the genocides which followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia, and Dafur. It gives us a responsibility to work for a safer, better future for everyone.

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 is ‘Be the light in the darkness’. These words encourage everyone to reflect on 

the depths humanity can sink to, and the ways individuals and communities can resist that darkness and ‘be the light’  before, 

during and after genocide. We can all step up and use our talents to tackle prejudice, discrimination and intolerance wherever 

we encounter them. We can all act with Great Merit, Character, and Value.

Thank you to Ms Carvill (Librarian at Longcroft School) for highlighting some of the excellent books available. She said “Many 

great books have been written about the Holocaust. They help us to understand, empathise, and learn. Below are some personal 

recommendations.”

Hidden: True stories of children who survived WWII: a revealing and thought-provoking collection of first-hand accounts of 

Jewish children sent into hiding in the Netherlands during World War II. Across 14 short stories, those who lived through the 

Holocaust retell their experiences.

Anne Frank’s Story: A simple and moving biography of Anne Frank’s life from her early happy childhood in Frankfurt, hiding 

in Amsterdam, to her final months in a concentration camp,

The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank: For two years, 13-year-old Anne Frank, her parents, sister and four other people 

remained hidden in a back room until they were discovered and arrested in 1944. Anne’s diary was found by accident and tells 

the story of her unusual life, as well as the problems of growing up and falling in love.

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. John Boyne: A brilliant depiction of good, evil, and friendship. Why does a razor-wire fence 

encircle Bruno’s new home? And who is the boy across the fence, wearing pyjamas?

The Silver Sword, Ian Serraillier:  Alone and fending for themselves in a Poland devastated by World War II, Jan and his three 

homeless friends cling to the silver sword as a symbol of hope. As they travel through Europe towards Switzerland, where 

they believe they will be reunited with their parents, they encounter many hardships and dangers.

Odette’s Secrets, Maryann MacDonald: After Odette’s father enlists in the French army and her mother joins the 

Resistance, Odette is sent to the countryside until it is safe to return. On the surface, she leads the life of a regular girl--going 

to school, doing chores, and even attending Catholic Mass with other children. But inside, she is burning with secrets about 

the life she left behind and her true identity.

Cont. Over
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When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit, Judith Kerr: The semi-autobiographical and unforgettable story, of a Jewish family fleeing 

from Germany before the start of the Second World War. Michael Morpurgo called When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit: “The most 

life-enhancing book you could ever wish to read.”

Mapping the Bones, Jane Yolen: The year is 1942, and Chaim and Gittel, Polish twins, are forced from their beautiful home 

and made to live in the Lodz Ghetto. Their family’s cramped quarters are awful, but when even those dire circumstances 

become too dangerous, their parents decide to make for the nearby Lagiewniki Forest, where partisan fighters are trying to 

shepherd Jews to freedom in Russia. 

The Book Thief, Markus Zusak: It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier and 

will be busier still. By her brother’s graveside, Liesel’s life is changed when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the 

snow. It is The Gravedigger’s Handbook, left behind there by accident, and it is her first act of book thievery. 

The Tattooist of Auschwitz, Heather Morris: In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is forcibly transported to the 

concentration camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When his captors discover that he speaks several languages, he is put to work as 

a Tätowierer (the German word for tattooist), tasked with permanently marking his fellow prisoners.

Man’s Search for Meaning, Viktor E. Frankl: Psychiatrist Viktor Frankl’s memoir has riveted generations of readers with its 

descriptions of life in Nazi death camps and its lessons for spiritual survival. Based on his own experience and the stories of 

his patients, Frankl argues that we cannot avoid suffering but we can choose how to cope with it, find meaning in it, and move 

forward with renewed purpose.

“We who lived in concentration camps can remember the men who walked through the huts comforting others, giving away their 

last piece of bread. They may have been few in number, but they offer sufficient proof that everything can be taken from a man 

but one thing: the last of the human freedoms -- to choose one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own 

way.” Viktor E. Frankl – Man’s Search for Meaning
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TRUSTEES SOUGHT  
FOR EXPANDING  
YOUTH GROUP 

A Pocklington-based charity is recruiting new blood to 
help develop its growing work to support young people 
in the town.
Young People Count (YPC) is opening new premises in the town centre in 2021 and is looking for 
trustees to offer their input. 

The charity, which was set up in 2013, has been listening to young people and  providing access to advice and guidance and 

development opportunities in a range of projects. Its major milestone in 2020 was to secure a lease on premises in Railway 

Street, which it is renovating to develop a three-storey safe and creative space for 11-18 year olds.

Claire Reading, Chair of the Trustees, says: “We’re developing an exciting new hub for young people from Pocklington 

and surrounding areas but we need more help. We understand that it’s difficult to commit long term in such a changeable 

world so expectations for trustee appointments are flexible. Our vision is to provide a central hub, a place for young 

people to express themselves and make a positive contribution to the local community, to be happy in themselves and their 

environment.”

In particular, YPC is looking for people with any of the following skills:

• delivering projects for young people, working with volunteers and/or youth workers;

• creating awareness and engagement within the community for the sector;

• legal and/or HR recruitment practices.

The roles are unpaid but give people a great opportunity to work with the next generation.

Please contact Claire at chair@ypcount.org.uk in the first instance for an information pack or call for an informal chat about 

the role on 07818 207478.  

More details about Young People Count can be found online at www.ypcount.org.uk and also on social media: 

Facebook: @ypcount, Twitter: @YourYPC and instagram.com/ypcyourplace
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Important information regarding 
Year 9 Immunisations

Dear Parent of a Year 9 child

If you would like your child to receive the diphtheria/polio/tetanus or the meningitis A/C/W/Y vaccine in school please follow 

this link to complete an online consent form.

https://www.nhsimms.uk/TDIPVACWY/information?Id=143588&Type=TDIPVACWY

The vaccinations will take place at Woldgate school on Wednesday 10th March 2021. The link will close on Sunday 28th 
February 2021. If your child has already had both the diphtheria/polio/tetanus and the meningitis A/C/W/Y vaccine since 

Sept 2020 please disregard this message.

If you have any problems accessing the link or this is not your preferred method and would like to provide consent via the 

telephone please contact the immunisation team on 0333 358 3397 (option 9 then option 2)

House Challenge

Take part in the latest House Challenge by joining the RSPB’s national survey. The Big Birdwatch takes place this weekend 

and you can take part and earn points for your House. Log on to ClassCharts and you will find full instructions of how to enter 

and take part. Further information can also be found by following this link:

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 229 January 2021 Page 16@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 229 January 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value

https://www.nhsimms.uk/TDIPVACWY/information?Id=143588&Type=TDIPVACWY
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/


We received great feedback last week about our ‘broadcast’ from the Deep and our other live 
lectures. This week, as we continue to publish our programme, I thought it might be nice to join your 
child on a virtual tour of world sites that continue to be accessible from the comforts of our own 
home.

An opportunity, once school work is complete, to explore some of the greatest places on earth, experience different cultures, 

histories or see the beauty of the natural world, during lockdown.

I’ve included a few of my favourites, suggestions from fellow parents and media articles. 

The Louvre, one of the world’s greatest museums is accessible and the virtual tours of the exhibits provides an opportunity to 

explore and discuss the many different artifacts, as well as the rather impressive building itself

https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne

The ‘museum of the world’ or better known as the British Museum in London, has a fabulous site that with sound and vision 

welcomes children on an interactive tour. You can also interact with different artifacts and access the audio guide.

They have currently two exhibitions, one around the arctic and the other about Tantra. The ‘Travel through two million years 

of history’ link is particularly impressive and fun.

http://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/

Executive 
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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The Guggenheim in New York is truly spectacular and the freedom provided is truly breathtaking as you wonder around the 

exhibits, lean over the balcony and see the exhibitions on the floor below. The architecture here again is breathtaking and 

you can also use ‘street view’ to explore New York. If you like what you see, then a tour of Central Park is fascinating and the 

guide really makes the experience engaging – it is also nice to leave the winter weather behind for a few hours!

artsandculture.google.com/streetview/solomon-r-guggenheim-museum-interior-streetview

youvisit.com/tour/centralpark

My favourite museum, the Musée d’Orsay, in Paris 

is truly breathtaking and it’s easy to get lost in all 

of the fabulous statues and art work – another 

incredibly impressive location and you can even see 

one of Van Gogh’s self-portrait. I love this site and 

have returned many times to enjoy the exhibitions – 

as you can still experience the scale and take time to 

read the descriptions, free of the ‘normal’ crowds.

artsandculture.google.com/partner/musee-
dorsay-paris

Finally, the Yosemite and Rocky Mountain sites 

provide a unique opportunity to explore natural 

wonder online and also include opportunities to 

listen to the sounds of the park, so you can fully 

immerse yourself in the experience using the 

‘Parktracks’ feature.

Natural Sounds (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.
gov)

Other sites can be found by going to Longleat Safari 

Park, Stonehenge, the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam or 

if you just need a mental escape, then the Icehotel, 

may form part of your plans for 2022. This video 

provides an opportunity to see the ‘Lights over Lapland’ 

video.

Lights Over Lapland - Abisko National Park, Sweden - 
YouTube

Do have a good weekend.

Mr Britton 
Executive Headteacher
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I would once again like to 
thank you for your support 
of your children’s’ learning 
through lockdown and remind 
you that we are here to 
support you. 

In addition to Care and Achievement 

Coordinators being available over 

the phone and via email, I am pleased 

to see communication taking place 

through ClassCharts messages. Over 

20,000 secure messages have been 

exchanged between colleagues 

and children since we opened 

the function. In addition, the live 

Woldgate Tutorials – in which your 

child can visit to ask questions and 

speak live to a subject specialist for 

help with their home learning – have 

continued to grow in the number 

of sessions offered throughout the 

week. The work submitted continues 

to impress and I am pleased to see 

16,000 rewards were given out just in 

the first two weeks of term alone.

Indeed, this week my congratulations 

go to Jack Thorley in Year 7, Raven 

Marshall in Year 8, Chloe Massey 

in Year 9, James Jackson in Year 

10, Holly Johnson in Year 11, Daisy 

Webley in Year 12, and Albi Cox in 

Year 13 for the highest number of 

awards in the last week. 

While my colleagues and I can’t walk 

the corridors and visit lessons in 

the same way as in normal times, a 

highlight of each day is still logging 

into MyLearning to review the 

lessons set each day. Watching 

Mr Hardie’s video on Pythagoras’ 

Theorem on MyLearning, it was 

interesting to see the application 

of this ancient theory – something 

taught for centuries – now delivered 

in this new way the current age. 

Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Thursday 11 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23 July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Friday 12 February 2021

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26 July 2021

Head 
of School

Cont. Over
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This week Stephanie Wynne-Jones, Senior Lecturer 

and Deputy Head of the Department of Archaeology at 

the University of York, gave us a lecture on lost African 

civilisations as part of our Wonder lectures. I was, like 

those who watched the lecture live this week, captivated 

to hear about the way that the soil yielded the secrets and 

lifestyles of the people of the past. As with the lecture from 

the York Archaeological Trust on Roman remains the week 

before, it is fascinating to hear how to reconstruct a society 

based on the things they leave behind. The Roman oil lamp, 

for example, now broken and extinguished but that once 

illuminated a civilisation while they lived and worked. 

I was fascinated to see the maker had left their fingerprints 

in the clay. It takes us back to the maker holding and 

working the clay, hundreds of years ago. The sculptor could 

not have imagined that their humble lamp would one day be 

studied by archaeologists, much less filmed and broadcast 

over a massive electronic communications network, seen 

by hundreds of children watching from screens in their 

kitchens and living rooms while working remotely during a 

global pandemic. 

History truly is remarkable – and the present times 

unprecedented.

All the very best to you and family.

Mr G Davies 
Head of School
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Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Online Safety: 

Understanding Apps

Mr Sloman 
writes:

Over the following few weeks we will focus on 
on-line safety by providing you with information 
that will hopefully be helpful in keeping your 
children safe online. We will continue this series 
of articles by focusing on the most popular on-
line applications your child may use.

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement

What is it used for: Photos and video sharing, content 

sharing, messaging, live streaming, 

location sharing, online relationships

We recommend:  14+ years minimum.

Instagram is a picture and video sharing app. Users can post 

content and use hashtags to share experiences, thoughts 

or memories with an online community. You can follow 

your friends, family, celebrities and even companies on 

Instagram. Instagram allows live streaming.

What do I need to know about Instagram?

We’ve spoken to children and young people to find out what 

they think about Instagram. Here’s what they said:

What do children and young people dislike about it?

9% of the children and young people who reviewed 
Instagram thought it was unsafe. 

The main things they told us they don’t like about 
Instagram were:

• People you don’t know can comment on your posts, 

message you or follow you.

• Sometimes you can see upsetting or inappropriate 

posts.

• People write mean or bullying comments on your posts.

• What do children and young people like about it?

The main things that children and young people told us 
they like about Instagram were:

• A fun way to see what your friends, family and 

celebrities are up to.

• It’s easy to communicate with your friends

• You can follow pages with things you’re interested in

• Posting photos and videos in a creative way
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It has been lovely over the last couple of weeks to resume my 
normal Lower School assemblies, albeit virtually! This week my 
focus was on Holocaust Memorial Day that is marked every year 
on the 27th January. This day back in 1945 marked the liberation of 
Auschwitz- Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp, by the Soviet army. 
It was all sadly far too late for the 6 million Jews who were annihilated at 
the hands of the Nazis and their collaborators. 6 million lives lost as a result 
of hatred and intolerance.

During the assembly, there is a clip from a Holocaust survivor and her words have remained with me:

“You need social courage. Social courage means taking responsibility, not just for 
yourself and society but also for others. Can that be taught? I don’t know.  

I think it is taught by example rather than through a book”

The kind of character mentioned here is someone willing to publicly stand against intolerance, no matter what it takes and 

no matter what the cost to themselves. It is a hard calling but I believe it is one that we must model and encourage amongst 

our lower school children. Please do encourage them to watch this assembly: the link can be found on ClassCharts in the 

announcements section.

I see signs of this kind of character amongst our Lower School community. 

Every day I see pupils looking out for each other, and I think this care for 

each other is even more important whilst we are separated. I have heard via 

our form time sessions that many pupils have been calling each other and 

supporting each other virtually at what continues to be an isolating time- this 

is wonderful to hear and I know it will continue.

I would like to finish by taking the opportunity to share some of our Lower 

School stars, who last week were awarded the most merits of the following 

core school values- an amazing achievement!!

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School

Ms Minton 
writes:

Year 7
MERIT
Jacob Whittaker

Callum Rose

Imogen Kendall

CHARACTER
Charlie Carter

Anya Howard

Nai’a Humble

VALUE
Jacob Whittaker

Ollie Bailey

Toby Castle

Year 8
MERIT
Alice Parkinson

Ella Wilson

Poppy Elvidge

CHARACTER
Edward Greenaway

Jakob Hesmondalgh

Matthew Quigley

VALUE
Leah Coleman

Rebecca Horsley

Maks Makowski
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Huge congratulations to 

William in Year 9, for being the 

only child in North Yorkshire 

whose ‘lockdown’ poem has 

been chosen to be published in 

a new book called ‘Lockdown 

Life’! All proceeds from the 

sales of the book of poems, will 

go to the Children’s Literature 

Festivals Charity. William was 

recently featured in the York 

Press! 

On behalf of Year 9 and all our Woldgate community, we 

would like to extend our congratulations to William and his 

family. Keep being brilliant!

Evie in Year 9 writes:

Riding isn’t on now, due 

to COVID-19 but it is still 

lovely to go to the stables on 

Sunday mornings to work. It 

is important to keep fit and 

healthy and this is a lovely way 

to do so.

As a school, we feel that 
our pupils will succeed when 

they feel valued, cared for and 
supported. One of the loveliest things that I 
have done in the last two weeks has been the 
form session with the Upper School pupils. I am 
proud of the pastoral team who have listened 
well, given encouragement and advice on how 
to get through the coming weeks. 

It is our hope that the praise and feedback given by the 

team, the teaching staff and all of our support staff will 

continue to serve as encouragement for our young pupils to 

continue to do their best and thrive academically. 

It has also been lovely to hear that our pupils have been 

looking after their physical and mental health by completing 

exercise challenges, writing poems, joining virtual lessons 

and enjoying the outdoors. Today we celebrate a few of 

these. 

Woldgate pupils in Upper School who are not letting the 
lockdown stop them achieving great things

Phoebe in Year 10 writes:

During lockdown I have been 

lucky enough to be able to 

continue with my Dance 

Training via Zoom. Zoom 

lessons take place three times a 

week, as well as, exam training 

and Associate Programs. I’ve 

even been able to take part in 

Zoom classes from all over the 

world, dancing with teachers 

that I wouldn’t usually have 

the opportunity to dance with! 

Dancing takes place alongside 

schoolwork and provides a great way to relax and enjoy the 

“new way of life”! I can’t wait to be back in the studio, but 

until then, I’m just going to dance to my heart’s content!

Mrs Atkinson writes:

Cont. Over
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Jensen De Vrie in Year 10 writes:

I love my Art and was looking for some inspiration for my GCSE 

Artwork. I am really pleased that my drawing features on the front 

cover of the Newsletter. I found a similar image in one of my favourite 

shows and was then able to create this. I love this style of drawing.

We’d love to receive more examples of how you are being amazing at 

home. We are proud of you all!

Please continue to encourage your child to engage in their Home Learning and please contact us for support with this. We 

know of the challenges but we need to continue to work with our young people to further their academic progress. Please 

take care of yourselves and each other.

Today I’d also like to celebrate our pupils with the top number of submissions on ClassCharts:

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School

 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11
 Lucy Johnson Georgina Dawson Rosie Kennedy

 Emily Chantry Henry Whiley Holly Cooper

 Zoe Narey Maisy Scaife Isla McDaid

  Stephen Greatorex Eve O’Brien Claire Farmery

 Chloe Massey Phoebe-Sophie Wood Daniel Lister

 Tommy Rawlings Amelia Wilson Holly Johnson

 William Kennedy Mary-Jane Kelly Michael Artemiou

 Liam Northcott Chris Young Luke Crawford

 Amelia Burridge-Todd Reece Lund Emma Warne

 Freya Huby Ruby Waller Emily Heseltine

 Eva Harris Maddie Smales Katie Fitt

 Ellen Farmery Finlay Page Joshua Meek-Grane

 Ollie Pearson Henry Foggin Thomas Chantry

 Katie Thompson Sam Knight Hannah Clark

 Marissa Murr James Jackson Cara Durkin

 Evie Walton Harry McCart Freddie Hara

 Joshua Stables Lily Collins Holly Midgley

 Hattie Ella Bryn Thorne Melanie Sissons
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Mrs Lawson writes:

Even though we are really missing having our students in school, it’s the highlight 
of our week to see students in the Pastoral Support sessions. Myself and Mrs Bourne 

really enjoy speaking to students and having the chance to check in with everybody. 
These sessions are a highly valuable source of support, reassurance and motivation for 

students at these challenging times and we would encourage all students to attend.

We are incredibly proud of our students and how well they are managing their remote learning. In particular, this week I 

would like to congratulate Jasmine Reading, Jenny Courtney, Chloe Afford, Laura Cirstea, Matilda Moorse, Theo Beedle, Lily 

Foggin, Jacob Leatherbarrow, Sophie Child, Megan Beard, Flo Fitzpatrick, Rhys Rackham, Haydn Cooper, Madelaine Hodgson, 

Mia Katib, Yasmine Katib, Olivia McCrum, Fred Mitchell, Alexa Morley and Olivia Rogers for achieving the highest number of 

rewards in Sixth Form last week. This is an amazing achievement, well done to you all!

My assembly this week focuses on Character. There are always so many incredible characters in the public eye, and this 

week I talk about Amanda Gorman, the first ever US National Youth Poet Laureate who read her poem ‘The Hill We Climb’ at 

the inauguration last week, capturing the attention of many around the world. However, we also have so many inspirational 

characters much closer to home, and on a daily basis I am inspired by the students I work with here in the Sixth Form. Among 

the many incredible qualities each of our individual students possesses, it is their resilience, determination, kindness and 

hopefulness that inspires me each day. We are incredibly proud of all of them.

Mrs Lawson 

Head of Sixth Form

LIVE INFORMATION EVENING  
 4th February 6:00pm

Following the launch of our 2021 prospectus last term,there will be a live information Evening for prospective pupils  

on the 4th of February at 6:00pm to offer an opportunity to ask questions.

We will also run a repeat talk during the week for those who are unable to join us for the evening session.

A weekly live ‘drop-in’ with the Head of Sixth form to discuss applications will also start from next week.

 Digital invitations to these events will be forwarded shortly.
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Mrs Geary writes:

Unlike in previous years, 
people will not have been 

able to celebrate the life of poet, 
Robbie (Rabbie) Burns on the 25th January 
this year. The anniversary of his birthday is a 
usually a highlight of the year for many Scottish 
families. Burns was a prolific 18th Century 
poet, widely accepted as the national poet 
of Scotland and credited with being one of 
the first ever Romantic poets. At school, he 
features as part of our exploration of poetry 
and other cultures in English lessons. 

Of course, for many, Robbie Burns’ most famous poem or 

folk song is Auld Lang Syne, sung traditionally on New Year’s 

Eve. 

In Year 9, we have also looked at one of Burns’ famous 

poems as it is the title of our text: ‘Of Mice and Men’. 

The full quotation from ‘To a Mouse’ is: 

‘The best-laid schemes o’ mice an’ men 

Gang aft agley, 

An’ lea’e us nought but grief an’ pain, 

For promis’d joy!’

In the novella, George and Lennie are itinerant workers 

moving from ranch to ranch, but unlike other ranch hands 

they have each other. The novella warns that even though 

we make plans and have dreams, often we are disappointed 

when they don’t come to fruition.

Among the many painful effects of the coronavirus 

pandemic on children is the distress of losing the chance 

to plan for future events such as birthdays, sleep overs 

or holidays. The specific let-downs will vary from child to 

child, as will their ability to cope with them, but experts in 

child development agree that the basic tools for managing 

disappointment are largely the same across age groups.

As teachers and parents, our first impulse is often to 

try to fix problems for children. But there’s no way to 

fix our current reality. What you can do is listen to and 

acknowledge children’s frustration and disappointment.

Reassure them that even though we don’t know what the 

future holds, we are all proud of them for dealing with the 

loss of things that were important to them.

 Experts agree that a lot of negative information, such 

as constant news updates will only increase 

anxiety in younger pupils, so reassure them Cont. Over
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that although they may not be able see 

Grandma at the moment, you will go as 

soon as you are able. 

By far the hardest and scariest part 

of this pandemic is that we have no 

control—over when school will fully re-

open, for example, or whether they will 

be able to return to sports clubs soon. 

Let’s all strive to give them a sense 

of purpose over the things they can 

control: make sure that they have a clear 

structure to their day, including exercise 

and rest breaks. Can they help plan meals 

or small projects in the house? Try to 

model positive coping strategies, even 

when it’s really hard to know what to say.

This is such a difficult time and if you 

are worried about your child’s mental 

health, please contact their Care and 

Achievement Co-ordinator who will be 

able to sign post to additional help.

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character 

and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are 

recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these 

core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life, 

and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 135,974

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

26,260VALUE 6,829

CHARACTER 12,442

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to 

each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

32,479 31,615

33,139

35,74334,801
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7: Imogen Kendall

Year 8: Joshua Berger

Year 9: Ellen Farmery

Year 10: Bradley Towse

Year 11: Holly Cooper

Year 12: Isabella Aaltio

Year 13: Elena Lusby

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7: Rupert Sawyer

Year 8: Rebecca Horsley

Year 9: Angelina Langley

Year 10: Oliver Hakner

Year 11: James Woodward

Year 12: Luke Watson

Year 13: Alexa Morley

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7: Sam Vasey

Year 8: Samuel Kelly

Year 9: Pollyanna Busfield-Currie

Year 10: Ella Bartram

Year 11: Daniel Lister

Year 12: Alicia Reed

Year 13: Lydia Adrian

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look at 

your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of these 

values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 229 January 2021 Page 30@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 229 January 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value


